
Vietnam Vocabulary 

 

26th Amendment (1971) 

It lowered the voting age to 18 

Domino Theory 

Belief that if a nearby nation becomes communist, surrounding nations will follow suit; used as a 

rationale for containment 

Credibility Gap 

The loss of faith that Americans felt with their government 

Tet Offensive 

Massive Vietcong offensive throughout South Vietnam in January 1968 (turning point in the 

war) 

Vietnamization 

Nixon’s 1969 war policy of reducing American forces and turning over control of military 

operations to the South Vietnamese army 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

Congressional approval that gave President Lyndon B. Johnson the power to escalate the war in 

Vietnam 

War Powers Act (1973) 

Law that set limits on Presidential power in conflict without a formal declaration by Congress 

Silent Majority 

The term given by President Nixon to those Americans who still supported the war effort, but 

usually did so without vocalizing their beliefs, unlike anti-war protestors. 

Counterculture 

A culture with values and beliefs different from those of the mainstream 

Hippies 

Name for young Americans who rejected the conventions of established society 

 

Repatriation 

Being restored or returned to the country of origin, allegiance, or citizenship 



Dove 

A person in favor of the United States withdrawing from the Vietnam War 

Hawk 

Someone who believed the United States should continue its military efforts in Vietnam 

Napalm 

A gelled gasoline used for bombs 

Agent Orange 

A chemical defoliant used to clear Vietnamese jungles during the Vietnam War 

Feminism 

The belief that men and women should be equal politically, economically and socially 

Roy Benavidez 

Congressional Medal of Honor recipient—he saved 8 members of his platoon as they faced 

enemy fire 

Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) 

Two Tinker siblings wore arm bands that were in protest of the Vietnam War—school told them 

to take them off—refused & suspended—Supreme Court ruled the arm bands were a form of 

freedom of protest & expression (1st Amendment) that did not disrupt the class—students won 

Affirmative Action 

Promotes and recruits the hiring of minorities and women to correct past injustices and increase 

representation in education and employment 

Embargo 

A government ban on trade with other countries 

 

 


